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Considerable controversy surrounds our current program of bombing
North Vietnam. Several alternstives have been suggested.' The two most
promising appear to be: '

I. Concentrate the bombing of North Vietnam on the lines of comauni-
cation in the Panhandle Area (Route Sectors I, II, and III) and terminate.
bombing in the remainder of North Vietnam unleus there occurs reconstruc-
tion of important fixed targets which have been destroyed by prior raids
or unless new mllltary activities appesr. '

_ II. Terminate the bombing of fixed targets not directly associated
with LOCs in Route Sectors VIe and VIb and simultaneocusly expand the armed
reconnaissance operations in those Sectors by authorizing strikes on all

; FE, LOCs, excepting only those in an eight-mile circle around the center of : g

T o Hanoi and an eight-mile circle around the center of Haiphong. This program 3

ot B would undoubtedly require continuous strikes against MIG aircraft on all - f
airfields. Further, the program should be examined under two alternative

" assumptions in one of which strikes against ports and port.facilitiesg are
precluded and in the other of which every effort is made t6d deny 1mnortab¢on
from the sea. (This latter progranm is easentially that recommended in )
JCSM—-286 67 dated May 20.)

As a basis for dctermlnlng the future course of the bombing in the W' ‘
North, I should like to ask each of you to snalyze the two alternatives -
outlined above and any others you consider worth discussing. Such analyses
should examine the extent to which the proposed bombing pattern will reduce

the flow of men end materiel to the South, affect the lossesagisygg .. pilots
and aircraft, and affect the risk of 1ncreused mllitary or politlcal pressur

from the Sovmet Union and/or Red China, - . .
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I belleve it would be vise for each of the four addressees to carvy
out their studies independently of each other. I hope it will be possible
i+ for you to complete your reports by“June 1. ,
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